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Dear Teachers,

Please find enclosed top-secret reading material 
and activities. This information may be of interest 

to your students and might help inspire them in 

this year’s WriteStuff competition. The competition 

is organised by the Guernsey Literary Festival and 

kindly sponsored by Julius Baer. Festival partners 

include Betley Whitehorne Image, the Guille-Allès 

Library, Guernsey Arts and Island Families.

THE OBJECTIVE

To write an imaginary 300-word story inspired by 

Detectives or Spies!

We are sending you to lead an investigation or else 

on a top-secret mission! The choice is yours. Your 

challenge is to write your own original episode 

featuring either spies or detectives in just 300 

words.

What crime, mystery, or crisis will be the focus 

of the story?  Where will the story be set and 

what will happen? Who will be the hero or the evil 

villain? Who might be the suspects and what clues 

will be discovered along the way? Or what might 

be at stake for your spy or spies? Use tension, 

mystery and suspense to craft your story to a 

memorable climax.
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR

IMPORTANT DATES

Originality and 
imagination – you 
must create your 
own characters.

Quality of 
writing and the 
use of language.

The ability to craft 
a story or episode 
which holds the 
reader’s attention.

Clever plotting, 
and how the episode 
builds to a climax 
and/or a solution.

The ability to engage the reader through 
the clever use of intrigue, suspense, 
characterisation and cleverly sprinkled clues.

04 Mar 
22

10 Jan 22 300 
Words

DEADLINE

LAUNCH

MA
X
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COMPETITION JUDGES
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Anthony Horowitz is one of the 
most prolific and successful 
writers in the UK – and is 
unique for working across so 
many media - writing books, 
television, films, plays and 
journalism. He has written over 
50 books including the best-
selling teen spy series Alex 
Rider, which has sold over 21 
million copies worldwide, and 

has now been adapted into a hugely successful 
television series. His other books for children 
include The Power of Five and seven books in The 
Diamond Brothers series with a new adventure, 
Where Seagulls Dare, being published in 2022. 
Anthony is also an acclaimed writer for adults. 
His latest crime novel, A Line to Kill is set in 
Alderney. In 2014, he was awarded an OBE for his 
services to literature.

Michael Rosen is a much-loved 
children’s author and poet who 
has written over 140 books, 
including stories, jokes and 
poetry for all ages, including 
Michael Rosen’s Book of Nonsense, 
Little Rabbit Foo Foo and, 
of course, the unforgettable 
classic We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt. He served as Children’s 
Laureate from 2007 to 2009 and is a broadcaster 
and political columnist. He is Professor 
of Children’s Literature at Goldsmiths, 
University of London and among his most recent 
work he has written a moving children’s book 
entitled Sticky Mc Stickstick, inspired by his 
experience of Long Covid.

Anthony Horowitz

Michael Rosen



COMPETITION JUDGES
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Elly Griffiths

Huw Lewis-Jones

Filter Judges

Elly Griffiths is best known for her 
popular Dr Ruth Galloway Mysteries 
series of crime novels and has won a 
Crime Writers’ Association Dagger for 
her work. She is also the author of 
the popular The Brighton Mysteries 
which began with the The Zig Zag 
Girl. The 14th novel in her acclaimed 
and bestselling Dr Ruth Galloway 
Mystery series is The Locked Room 
due to be published in Feb 2022.

Look out for the new spine-tingling tale in the  
A Girl called Justice series. Justice Jones, the 
super-smart, super-sluth, returns in late May with a 
4th adventure, The Spy at the Window. As part of the 
2022 Festival, Elly will be talking to schools in 
Guernsey about this latest and most exciting book.

Huw Lewis-Jones, who went to school 
in Guernsey, is the author of many 
books including the bestselling The 
Writer’s Map and Swallowed by a 
Whale: How to Survive the Writing 
Life, which included secrets and 
insights into the writing lives 
of sixty accomplished authors. He 
is a professor of Environment and 
Culture at Falmouth University 
as well as Expedition Leader of 

voyages to the North Pole. He now creates books for 
children too, with his Bad Apple and Blue Badger 
series, and there’s more to come this year. Huw is a 
Guest Curator of the Guernsey Literary Festival.

Filter judges this year include Rachel Wyatt and Adam Bayfield 
from the Guille-Alles Library, local author Nick Le Messurier and 
Catriona Stares, the founder of the Guernsey Literary Festival.



CATEGORIES

Primary

YEARS 3/4/5/6

YEARS 7/8/9

YEARS 10 PLUS

PRIMARY & SECONDA
RY

Intermediate

Senior Special 

Educational 

Needs (SEND)

PRIZES

FOR PRIMARY, INTERMEDIATE AND SECONDARY CATEGORIES

UP TO 5 HIGHLY COMMENDED PRIZES WILL BE 
AVAILABLE IN THE PRIMARY, INTERMEDIATE AND 
SENIOR CATEGORIES AND 2 HIGHLY COMMENDED 
PRIZES WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE SPECIAL 

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS SECTION.

FOR PRIMARY & SECONDARY CATEGORIES

First Prize

Special Educational 
Needs Prizes(SEND)

Highly Commended 
Prizes

Plus the 2022 trophy, a 
certificate, a signed book, 
an original illustration and 

your story published  
on the website.

Second Prize

Plus a certificate, a 
signed book, an original 

illustration and your story 
published on the website.

Plus a certificate, a 
signed book, an original 

illustration and your story 
published on the website.

Plus a certificate and your 
story published on the website.

Third Prize

Plus a certificate, a 
signed book, an original 

illustration and your story 
published on the website.
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INVOLVEMENT OF LOCAL ILLUSTRATOR JAMES DE LA RUE

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT

SUBMITTING ENTRIES

TEACHER & STUDENT GUIDELINES

Local artist James de la Rue has been commissioned to 
produce bespoke illustrations of the winning stories 
which will be gifted to the winners. The winning 
stories and illustrations will also be displayed at the 
Guille-Allès Library and local schools.

Anne Wilkes-Green from the Guernsey Literary Festival team 
would be delighted to speak with you about the competition 
and suggest further ideas for use in the classroom.  
Please email education@guernseyliteraryfestival.com for 
further information.

All entries should be submitted directly through the 
website www.writestuff.gg. For further information 
please contact education@guernseyliteraryfestival.com 
or call 07781 143545.

Pieces will be judged on creativity, clarity, style, 
and accuracy of language. The aim of the WriteStuff 
Competition is to develop professional writing skills 
and further digital literacy. 

The winners will be announced in May and the prizes 
will be given out at the Competition Awards Ceremony on 
Saturday 21 May 2022.

All winning and highly commended entries will be loaded 
onto the WriteStuff website. Entries should be submitted 
directly through the website www.writestuff.gg.
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FILMS and TELEVISION ADAPTATIONS of RELEVANT BOOKS

The following is a selection of films, fiction and fun 
activities to share with students. Hopefully, it will 
stimulate discussion, generate ideas and encourage them 
with their writing. Included are examples of titles; 
there are, of course more.

James Bond Series No Time To Die.

Sherlock Holmes Hound of the Baskerville

Agatha Christie Death On The Nile

Films of novels by Graham 
Greene

The Human Factor

Films of novels by John 
Le Carré

Tinker,  Tailor, 
Soldier,Spy

The Millennium Series by 
Stig Larsson

including The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo.

Televised books such as 
P.D. James’ Dalgleish 
series.

Cover Her Face

The Bourne series The Bourne Identity

Alex Rider Series Stormbreaker, Alex Rider 
(Netflix)

Dan Brown The Da Vinci Code

Skulduggery Pleasant Midnight, The End of the 
World

Cherub Series The Recruit (Netflix)

Artemis Fowl  (Disney)
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Below is a very small selection of writers who may 
provide inspiration for this year’s challenge; please 
research and compile your own list. There will be 
a more comprehensive list for these authors on our 
website.

Encourage the students to read appropriate books, 
approved or recommended by their teacher, in a private 
capacity. These may then be shared with other members 
of the class.

OLDER READERS

Arthur Conan 
Doyle

Sherlock Holmes 
series

The Woman in 
Scarlet

Anthony 
Horowitz 
(One of this 
year’s Write 
Stuff judges)

The Daniel 
Hawthorne series, 
The Susan Ryeland 
Mysteries and 
Anthony Horowitz 
writes Sherlock 
Holmes

The Word is 
Murder

Ian Fleming The Bond series Casino Royale

Agatha Christie Series including 
Miss Marple and 
Poirot

Murder On The 
Orient Express

John Le Carré The Spy Who 
Came In From 
The Cold

Robert Ludlum Bourne series The Bourne 
Identity

Ngaio Marsh The Inspector 
Allen series

A Man Lay Dead

John Buchan Thirty Nine 
Steps

PD James Inspector 
Dalgleish series

Cover Her Face

Dorothy L 
Sayers 

Lord Peter 
Whimsey series

Whose Body?
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Margery 
Allingham

Albert Campion 
series

Look To The 
Lady

Graham Greene Our Man In 
Havana

Frederick 
Forsyth  

The Day of the 
Jackal

Frank Gardner Crisis

Joseph Conrad The Secret 
Agent

Ian Mcewan The Innocent

YOUNGER READERS

Sophie 
Mckenzie

Medusa Project 
(series), Girl 
Missing and 
Sister Missing

The Rescue, The 
Hostage

Chris Ryan Agent 21

Derek Landy Skulduggery 
Pleasant series

Eoin Colfer Artemis Fowl

Anthony 
Horowitz

Alex Ryder series 
Diamond Brothers 
(spoof)

Stormbreaker

Elly 
Griffiths

A Girl Called 
Justice

Book 1-4

Charlie 
Higson

Young Bond 
collection

Blood fever, 
Double or Die
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Robert 
Muchamore

Cherub series, 
Henderson Boys, 
Robin Hood books
and Rock War books

The Recruit 

Hacking, 
Heists and 
Flaming Arrows

The Audition

Theresa 
Breslin

Spy For the 
Queen of Scots

Robin Stevens Murder Most 
Unladylike 
Series

Murder Most 
Unladylike, 
Cream buns and 
Crime

Sioban Dowd The London Eye 
Mystery 
(9-11 years)

Pat Hutchins The Mona Lisa 
Mystery 
(6-9 years)

Ann Cameron Julian, Secret 
Agent 
(7-9 years)

Clare Balding The Racehorse 
Who 
Disappeared 
(7-9 years)

Megan Rix Lizzy and Lucky 
series

The Mystery of 
the Missing 
Puppies 
(5-8years)
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ACTIVITIES

GAME – LOOK WHAT I’VE FOUND!

There are some excellent guides to writing mystery, 
crime stories, but who better to listen to than the 
master of intrigue, Anthony Horowitz who will be one of 
the judges for the Write Stuff Competition this year. 
He will also be in Guernsey to present the prizes!

Find Anthony’s top tips at the following site

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/bp-anthony-horowitz-
spy-story-writing-masterclass

Very popular with younger crime readers is Robin 
Stevens, who will also help to guide the children in 
planning their stories.

https://www.puffinschools.co.uk/resources/ks2-3-video-
how-to-plan-a-detective-story-with-robin-stevens-5-
mins/

This game can be played in groups. Each group is given 
an object such as an overcoat or jacket, a handbag or 
rucksack which appears to have been abandoned. The 
group must play detective by examining the given item 
in forensic detail after which they are to build up a 
character profile of the owner and try to decide what 
has happened to them. This may be presented to the 
class, who can also add their ideas at the end.

There are spin offs from this such as a newspaper 
appeal for the owner.

12



CLUEDO!

PRIVATE READING:

The classic country house murder game. If you can get hold 
of this it can be explained and the students can play.

The students can then devise their own board game with 
a different setting such as a hotel, a theatre, a 
sports centre, a zoo!

A template can be downloaded from the internet and 
cards made to suit the theme.

From the mystery, thriller, crime genre that the 
children have been reading as stimulation for their 
writing, here are several ideas for activities.

• They can introduce their chosen book to the 
class, reading an exciting excerpt to whet the 
appetite of their audience.

• Choose the six books that were best received by 
the class; these can be allocated to six groups 
who can either dramatise and act out enticing 
parts of the books or they may choose to 
dramatise and record these, with sound effects, 
of course!

• Dust jackets for chosen books may be produced 
which include a summary (no spoilers!), a well-
chosen extract, and an alluring cover.

• The younger students may also like to produce 
WANTED posters for the baddies in their books. 
These should include a picture instructed by 
the descriptions in the narrative and a written 
description underneath.
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